
Prayer Ministry or Ministry Care inside COH 
 
 
Remember to come under the direction of the pastoral or other appointed leadership of COH 
and under the rules of prison and its leadership. Also, always honor systems of command. 
Please let COH staff know if you would like anything communicated to those within 
leadership with the prison.  
 
The objectives of ministry or prayer ministry within COH should be:  
To release God’s love, healing, and empowerment to those who indicate a desire to 
receive prayer. To edify, exhort, and comfort.  
 
It is not the purpose of a ministry team (or any member of the team) to release rebuke 
or correction, or to give direction.  It is not your job to provide or promise any type of 
resources or help for the ladies inside. It is not your job to fix or give the right words. 
Do not give advice such as telling them to get off their medicine or any personal 
advice.  It is also not the purpose to provide counseling or other in-depth ministry 
involvement.  Listen to the HOlY SPIRIT and if you do not know how to pray, pray 
a simple blessings.  We all love to be blessed.  Also, please do not give any personal 
information to the ladies, such as addresses, phone numbers and names of family 
members.  
 
Watch for Manipulation: 
Manipulation means to manage or use a process to one's own advantage and to serve one's 
selfish purpose. With that in mind, here is a review of manipulative tactics that can be used by 
inmates: • Flattery: to stroke the ego. • Empathy: to identify without feeling sorry. "I can relate 
to that." • Sympathy: to feel sorry for them. • Helplessness: beware the inmate asking for help. • 
Sensitivity: to you as a person. • Confidentiality: to share a "secret" or create a bond. • Isolate 
and protect: use of rumors; playing staff against staff •Coercion and intimidation: usually in 
the form of blackmail. 
 Volunteers susceptibility can assist an inmate's manipulation tactics. The susceptibility factors 
that can affect staff include: • Environmental/societal conditioning: Attractive, polite inmate 
of the same age, race, religion, background as the corrections employee. • Sexual attraction. 
Especially if the employee is supervising members of the opposite sex.  
 
Manipulation is accomplished on an individual victim basis. Victims are selected because of 
their personality traits. Inmates use the traits of the potential victim that most would see as 
good. A volunteer's education, years of experience, rank, sex, ethnicity, and intellect are not 
protectors. Any trait possessed by the target person who inmates can see as a weakness can 
result in that individual being selected as a victim in a set-up. Inmates, place volunteers in 
basically three categories: soft, medium, and hard.  
 
Soft volunteers are usually very trusting, overly familiar, and naive and have a desire to be liked 
by both inmates and staff. They may have a strong desire to help the inmate and be 



sympathetic and understanding. They have the inability to say "no" or take command.  This is 
the category in ministry that we will usually fall into. 
 
 
Please do not touch, hug the ladies no matter how you wish to…there is a one foot 
rule of the facility that must be honored.  
 
Desirable Qualities of a Ministry Team Member  
None of us are perfect, but we are enjoined by the Lord to strive for perfection (Matt 5:48). 
Accordingly, a ministry team member should be making some progress in achieving desirable 
qualities in his personal life. This basically means he should be consciously allowing God to 
change and build his character. Some of these desirable qualities are:  
 
A Servant’s Heart  
Humility. (Proverbs 3:34, James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5) Obedience. (John 14:23, 15:10) 
Freedom from desire for recognition. Faithfulness. (1 Timothy 1:12-14)  
Willingness to continue ministry to the end of a late meeting.  
 
A Teachable Spirit  
Willingness to receive ministry as well as to give ministry.  
Willingness to accept correction.  
 
Demonstrating Certain Lifestyle Characteristics  
The most important single element in ministry is one’s relationship with God. Unless your 
relationship to God is free from rebellion, anger and intentional disobedience, you should make 
corrections in your own lifestyle before attempting to minister to others. Some characteristics of a 
person who has a close relationship with God are the following:  
 
Spending time daily with God in praise, worship and adoration. 
Spending time in regular reading and study of the scriptures. 
Walking in forgiveness as a lifestyle. (Matthew 6:14-15, 18:21-22; 2 Corinthians 2:10-11) 
Walking in repentance as a lifestyle. (Matthew 3:2, Luke 13:3, Revelations 3:19) 
Practicing continually being re-filled with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 4:31, 13:9; Ephesians 5:18) 
Growing in demonstration of the fruit of the Spirit in his life. (See Galatians 5:22)  
Love Patience Joy Kindness Peace Goodness  
Gentleness Faithfulness Self-control  
Practicing obedience to the leading of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 8:14) Faithfulness in carrying 
out any ministry currently assigned by the Lord. Peer recognition as a godly person. 
Making extraordinary effort to avoid sin.  
Denominational and racial neutrality in ministering.  
A calling from God to serve in this capacity.  
 
Other Desirable Elements of Character  
Reasonable Biblical knowledge. (1 Tim 4:6-7, 2 Tim 2:15, 3:16)  



A person of prayer. (Eph 6:18) 
A stable person, with good judgment. 
Free from panic, fear and worry. (2 Tim 1:7, Phil 4:6-7) 
 
Able to withstand spiritual attacks that may follow service to the Lord. 
So aware of God’s love for himself, that he can assure others of God’s love for them.  There is 
warfare that is involved in doing ministry inside please beware and pray before and after 
ministry. See below. 
 
Ministry Team Prayer Needs  
The whole armor of God according to Ephesians 6:12-17.  
The blood of Jesus covering family, home and property.  
A hedge of protection to fill in any gaps.  
All things to come under God’s authority and obedience as in 2 Corinthians 10:4-5.  
Discernment to recognize our adversary, the devil, who comes to accuse and bring condem- nation 
and guilt, unlike John 3:17.  
God’s favor and blessings according to Luke 2:52.  
Unity in relationships in all arenas of life, leaving no room for the enemy to bring division and 
not taking on others’ offenses, as in Psalm 133.  
A free-flowing spirit of forgiveness.  
The spread of life-giving words as seeds of righteousness and clear communication.  
Grateful and humble hearts toward God and others.  
Teachable, cooperative and flexible spirits.  
God’s grace for the task and for one another.  
Peace -- that everyone find his or her secret place at Jesus’ feet daily.  
A fresh anointing to flow during the day and throughout the meetings while performing re- 
spective tasks.  
God’s personal work in each individual through his or her ministry to be made like Christ.  
 
That God will be exalted -- His kingdom come, His will be done, His glory filling each one.  
That the joy of the Lord will be their strength for overcoming physical exhaustion and insomnia.  
Wisdom from above and for “God thoughts” according to James 1:5. Love like that described in 1 
Corinthians 13:2-3 and Romans 5:5.  
 
 
A Team Motto:  
Be Friendly! 
Be Flexible! Pray Earnestly!  
Have Good Breath!  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Hazards of Prayer Ministry or Care Ministry: 

 
Why prayer ministry? What prayer ministry does, and what is doesn’t do. God can use prayer ministry 

in our lives to get us unstuck. God can convince us in powerful ways of his reality. But prayer 
ministry does not deliver us from all pain, or provide a quick fix for our problems. The forming 
of Christ in our character is still a long obedience, involving the exercise of our wills. Prayer 
ministry can be critical part of the way God transforms us, but it is still only a part of the process.   
 

Too often, prayer ministry has been practiced as a way to help people escape pain, feel better, and find 
greater personal self-fulfillment. These benefits are sometimes by products of prayer ministry, but 
never its goal. Instead, we learn to pray for people to become their true self in Christ that they have 
been created and recreated to be.  

 
Therefore, prayer ministry is not primarily about the dramatic sorts of healings that Jesus exercised in the 

gospels. It is primarily about the cure of the soul. It is a powerful aid in the ongoing process of 
sanctification, becoming like Jesus in all we do, think, feel, and believe.  

 
But because it touches people at the deepest places of who they are, and because it can be such a powerful 

and profound experience for people, the person who helps others in prayer faces some unique 
temptations. Some of those are similar to the temptations counselors face. But there is also the 
dimension of spiritual power and the temptations associated with spiritual power. We have done 
much in our culture to talk through the ethics for counselors, but very little for the ethics for prayer 
ministers. We must address this one, if we are to see many people who have experienced the 
spiritual abuse of power become open again to God’s healing touch. In addition, I believe people 
who are strong in this kind of gifting are often also strong in certain kinds of woundedness. We 
must become self-aware here, for our own health and character, and for a healthy long-term 
impact on the people we serve.  

 
So what are the unique temptations for those who help other in prayer? 
 
A. An understanding of the unique temptations toward spiritual power and special-ness that the prayer 

minister faces. Our special-ness comes through our identity as a child of God alone. 
 
B. Responding to the need to perform: Manufacturing words and manipulating people 
 
C. The temptation to seek or promise the quick fix 
 
D. The temptation to tie personal gain to spiritual gifting 
 



E. The power and right response to the unique intimacy created by prayer ministry. I am tempted to meet 
my needs for feminine nurture through this intimacy. I can meet my needs and yet remain in a 
position of power. But this is a very confusing posture to take, for my own heart and for others. 

 
F. The experience orientation that almost always comes to dominate prayer ministries. 
 
G. Psychic dimensions of spiritual gifts, and the temptation to sever the spiritual connections that keep 

psychic gifts within appropriate limits. Intuitive people often have gifts that are emotional or 
psychic that they have to be very careful to keep submitted to God. 

 
H. The tendency toward ongoing and long-term dependency on the healing experience and the prayer 

minister. 
 
I. The temptation toward over spiritualizing the gifts (and the minister) and over spiritualizing all of 

reality. 
 
J. An ethics of the right use of power in prayer ministry.  Keeping a mature healthy focus on God and 

others, and putting love first can help us a lot here. We also need to practice healthy boundaries, 
and be aware of our own temptations and capacity for self-deception. In that way, we need 
accountability.  

 
K. The right practice of vision and tough love in prayer ministry. 

 
 

L. The place of obedience and community in the ongoing process of healing. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

  Prayer Ministry Verses 
   For in my inner being I delight in God’s law. (Romans 7:22) 

 
 

ATTITUDES TOWARDS EVIL/TROUBLE 

Romans 12:21 “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

Romans 5: 3-4 “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.” 

 

FREEDOM/HEALING/TRUTH 

Philippians 3:13 “Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I 
do: Forgetting those things that are behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press 
on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus.” 

2 Corinthians 5:17 “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature. Old things are passed away, 
behold, all things have become new.” 

John 8:32 “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

James 5:16 “Therefore confess your sins to one another and pray for each other so that you may 
be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” 

John 5:6 “….Jesus asked him, “Do you want to get well?” 

Galatians 5:1 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” 

Psalm 51: 6 “Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost 
place.” 

Luke 5:17 “..And the power of the Lord was present for him to heal the sick.” 

Thessalonians 5: 23 “May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. 
May your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Matthew 23: 26 “Blind Pharisee!! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the 
outside also will be clean.” 

 



FORGIVENESS 

Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as Christ 
God forgave you.” 

John 20:23 “If you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven.” 

1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” 

Romans 12:19 “Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is 
written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay, says the Lord.”  (See Leviticus 19:18 also.) 

Psalm 103:12 “as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions 
from us.” 

Matthew 6:12 “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 

Matthew 6: 14-15 “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your Heavenly Father 
will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive 
your sins.” 

 

GOD’S GOODNESS 

2 Peter 3:9b “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.” 

Psalm 86:15 “But you, O Lord, are compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 
abounding in love and faithfulness.” 

1 Peter 5:7 “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”  

Philippians 1:6 “being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it 
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

Hebrews 13:5 “…..Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 

Hebrews 4:9, 10 “There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who 
enters God’s rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from His own work.”  

Matthew 7:11 “If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!” 

James 1:17 “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 

Psalm 34:18 “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in 
spirit.” 

 



PROTECTION 

Ephesians 6:13-17 Armor of God  

Psalm 3:3-6 “But you are a shield around me O, Lord, you bestow glory on me and lift up my 
head. To the Lord I cry aloud, And He answers me from his holy hill, I lie down and 
sleep, I wake again, because the Lord sustains me, I will not fear…  

 

MINDSET 

Philippians 4:8 “Finally brothers, whatever is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable---if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy---think about such things.  

Romans 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will 
is---his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

Romans 8:37 “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us.” 

1 Peter 4:8 “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.”  

Romans 6: 12-14 “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil 
desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather 
offer yourselves to God, and those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the 
parts of your body to Him as instruments of righteousness. For sin shall not be your 
master, because you are not under law, but under grace.” 

2 Corinthians 10:4, 5 “The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. One the 
contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and 
every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive 
every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 

Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do.” 

Ezekiel 36:26 “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from your 
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.” 

1 Peter 2: 2-3 “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in 
your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.” 

 

AUTHORITY/CHRISTIAN COUNSELOR ROLE 

John 20:21 “And Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 

John 14:12-14 “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. 
He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may 
ask for anything in my name, and I will do it.” 



Luke 4:18-19 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for 
the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

John 17:18 “As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.” 

Matthew 18:18 “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

2 Corinthians 10:4, 5 “The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the 
contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and 
every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive 
every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”  

Isaiah 11: 1-3 “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 
fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, fear of the Lord---and he will delight 
in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what 
he hears with his ears.’  

Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” 

 

WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Romans 8: 26-27 “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what 
we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words 
cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.” 

 

POWER OF PRAYER: 

Matthew 18:19-20 “I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they 
may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven. For where two or three 
have gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst.” 

James 5:16 “Therefore confess your sins to one another and pray for each other so that you may 
be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” 

 

CHILD OF GOD 

1 John 3:1 “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God!” 

Galatians 4:5 “….that we might receive the full rights of sons.” 

Romans 8:14-16 “because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not 
receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of son ship. 



And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we 
are God’s children.” 

Hebrews 4:16 “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

 

ANGER 

Ephesians 4:26, 27 “’In you anger do not sin’: Do not let the sun go down while you are still 
angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.” 

James 1:19, 20 “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 
for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.” 

 

THE ENEMY   

1 Peter 5:8 “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy, the Devil, roams around like a roaring 
lion, looking for someone to devour.” 

Ephesians 6:12 “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly realms.” 

John 10:10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; but I have come that you might 
have life, and have it to the full.” 

John 8: 44 “….for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 

Revelation 12:10 “…For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and 
night has been hurled down.” 

2 Corinthians 4:4 “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot 
see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ”  

2 Corinthians 2:10b-11 “I have forgiven you in the sight of Christ for your sake, in order that 
Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.” 

 

References to the demonic: Eph. 6:12, I Cor. 2:6, Eph. 2:2, Romans 8:38, Eph. 3:10, Col 1:16, 
Col 2:8, Gal 4:3  

 

FEAR 

1 John 4: 18 “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear.” 

Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not 
be discouraged, for the Lord you God will be with you wherever you go.” 

 



SIN 

Ephesians 4:31 “Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with 
every form of malice.”  

Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” 

Galatians 5:19 “The acts of sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 
debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish 
ambition, dissensions, factions, and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.” 

Romans 7:18 “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is in my sinful nature. For I desire to 
do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  

James 1:21 “Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly 
accept the word planted in you which can save you.”  

***Galatians 6:7 “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.” 

***Hebrews 12:15 “See to it that on one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows 
up to cause trouble and defile many.” 

***Matthew 7: 1-2 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge 
others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

Romans 7:18: “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have 
the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.” 

Proverbs 20:20 “If a man curses his father or mother, his lamp will be snuffed out in pitch 
darkness.” 

1 John 3:15 “Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life in him.” 

 

SEXUAL SIN 

1 Corinthians 6: 18-20 “Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are 
outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. Do you not know that 
your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from 
God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your 
body.” 

Colossians 3: 5 “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, lust, desires and greed, which is idolatry.” 

1 Thess. 4: 3-4 “It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual 
immorality; that each of you should learn to control how own body.”  

Homosexuality: Lev. 20:13, Lev. 18: 22, Romans 1:21-27, 1 Cor. 6: 9-10, I Timothy 1: 9-11  

 

TEMPTATION 



1 Corinthians 10:13 “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God 
is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are 
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” 

Ephesians 6:13-17  "Armor of God"  

James 4:7 “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  

Hebrews 4:15 “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was 
without sin.”  

 

OTHER TOPICS 

Faith Picturing/Dreams: Jacob (Gen. 28:10-17), Joseph (Gen. 37:5-11), Samuel (1 Sam 
3:1-15), Isaiah (Is 6) Peter (Acts 10:10-16), Paul (Acts 16:9), and John (Rev. 
1:10-22:5)(No talking to the dead: Deut. 18: 9-12 and 1 Samuel 28.) 

Depression In the Bible: David (Psalm 42:5-6, Psalm 43:5), Elijah (1 Kings 19:4), Jonah 
(Jonah 4:3),  Jesus (Matthew 26: 38),  Abraham (Genesis 15) 

Jesus Can Identify: Matthew 26: 37-38, Psalm 22:14-15, Psalm 69: 1, 2, 20, Matthew 26:40, 
Matthew 26:56, Matthew 26:57, Luke 22:63, Isaiah 53:2-3, Psalm 22:1-2, Hebrews 
4:15 “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are---yet was without sin.” 

Family and Marriage: Ephesians 5: 21-6: 4, Colossians 3: 18-21, I Peter 3: 1-7 (About wives: 
Proverbs 21: 9, 21: 19, 17: 1, 31: 10-31) 

Not speaking to the Dead:  I Samuel 28:  Saul sinned by seeking information from the dead 
through the witch of Endor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


